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Ideologies and 
Upheavals: ISMs  

Goals at Congress of Vienna 
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Key Players at COV 

The “Host” 
Prince Klemens von 
Metternich (Aus.) 

Foreign Minister,  
Viscount Castlereagh (Br.) 

Tsar Alexander I 
(Rus.) 

King Frederick 
William III (Prus.) 

Foreign Minister, Charles 
Maurice de Tallyrand (Fr.) 

Conservatism  
o Congress of Vienna: Legitimacy and Balance of Power 

o “Metternich System” 
• Snuff out any liberal or nationalistic movements 

o Conservatism 
• Status quo 
• Ruling class and monarch 
supported 
• Stability and longevity 
• Natural rights are ‘determined’ 
and allocated by state 
• Traditional authority is Church/
Crown 

Conservatism  

o Reaction against terror, violence, social 
disorder unleashed by the French 
Revolution 

o Aggressive Middle Class is new ‘tyranny’ 

o Carlsbad Decrees (1819) 
• Required German states to root out subversive ideas 
and investigate and punish liberal organizations 
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Liberalism 1815-1845  

Characteristics: 
o Liberty and individualism 
o Freedom of speech, press, assembly 

• Entitled to seek if unjust restrictions are imposed 
o (Limited) representative gov’t (not democracy) 
o Rights are inalienable (constitution protects 
these rights 
o Limited universal suffrage (property qualifications) 
o Reformist in nature not revolutionary. 

Economic Liberalism  

o Adam Smith 
• Laisse faire capitalism 
• Opposition to gov’t interference in the economy 
• Protection of private property 

o Malthus & Ricardo 
• Competition will check the                                       
system 

Liberalism associated with 
business interests and also 
anti-union 

Political Liberalism  

o Jeremy Bentham & Utilitarianism 
• Beginning of psychology 
• “Greatest good for the greatest #” 
• Best gov’t protects individualism                                 
and brings most pleasure and                                    
least pain to greatest number 

o John Stuart Mill	  
• “gov’t that governs best governs                                
least” 
• Also advocate of women’s rights                                  
and unions 
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Triumph of Liberalism 

Tories      and       Whigs 

Party of the Aristocracy 
•  Scared by the French 

Revolution (suspended 
habeas corpus, controlled 
the press w/Six Acts, 
practically ended right to 
assembly) 

•  Want to keep making $ after 
the end of the Continental 
System (which had helped 
the sales of domestic corn 
grown on land they owned) 
– Corn Laws, 1815 

Led by aristocrats but 
more friendly to the 
middle class 

•  Made representation in the 
Commons more reflective of 
population density, allowed 
the solid middle class to 
vote – Reform Bill of 1832 

•  Supported the repeal of the 
Corn Laws in 1846 (joined 
by Tory leader Robert Peel) 

•  Limited the work day with 
the Ten Hours Act 
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Failure of Liberalism:  
Great Britain and Ireland 

•  Irish mistreated by British landlords 
•  Irish Catholics vs. British Protestants 
•  Horrible poverty and high population growth 
•  Completely dependent on the potato 
•  Potato crop problems started in 1820, 

peaked with failed crops in 1845, 1846 and 
1848 

•  British government provided little to no relief 

Consequences 

•  Failure of British 
liberalism 

•  1 million Irish fled the 
country and 1.5 million 
died 

•  Intensified anti-British 
feeling 

•  Promoted Irish 
nationalism 

Socialism  

o System of economic equality 
planned by the government 

o Characteristics- 
• Economic planning by 
government 
• Greater economic equality 
• State regulation of property 

Count Henri de Saint-Simon, early French 
socialist   
“Parasites” must give way to “doers” 
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Socialism  

o Urged workers to agitate for 
universal voting rights 

o Government backed 
workshops and factories 

Louis Blanc, early French socialist 

Socialism  

o Charles Fourier (1772-1837) 
• Proposed planned socialist 
communities 
• Early proponent of total 
emancipation of women 

o Owenism 
• New Lanark 
• Conservative 
utopia founded 
by Robert 
Owen 

Socialism  

o Pierre Proudhon (1809-1865) 
• Attacked private property 
• What is Property? 1840 
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Marxism  

o Friedrich Engels (1820-1895) 
• The Condition of the Working Class in 
England, 1844 
• “ I charge the English middle classes 
with mass murder, wholesale robbery, 
and all the other crimes in the 
calendar.” 

o Karl Marx (1818-1883) 
• Communist Manifesto, 1848 
• Das Capital, 1867 

“The history of all previously existing society is the history of class struggles” 

Marxism  

o Characteristics 
• Class struggle: between 
bourgeoisie (middle 
class) and proletariat 
(working class) 
• Wages were stolen 
profits from the workers 
• Inevitable, violent 
revolution 

“The history of all previously existing society is the history of class struggles” 

Nationalism  
“each people has its own genius and own cultural unity” 

o Language	  
o Customs	  
o Tradi9ons	  
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Nationalism  

Congress of Vienna 1815 

"Legitimacy” 
o Reinstalled the old ruling 
families (Bourbon, Habsburg, 
Romanov) 

“Balance of Power” 
o Land divided up equally 
(some nationalities were 
broken up i.e. Poland, 
Germans, Slavic Nations)	  

Napoleonic Wars 

Either displaced, 
corrupted, or 
destroyed 
governments from 
Spain to Western 
Russia. 

Two events set the scene for Nationalism in the early-mid 1800's. 

Nationalism  

o Characteristics- 
• Romantic sentiment 
• Breakdown of loyalties to the 
Church and Crown 
• Sovereignty belonged to the 
people 
• Pride and a sense of a nation 
came from like peoples 

Every nation has a right to become a sovereign nation 
-Johann Gotfried Herder, 1744-1803  

Ethnic	  Groups	  in	  Austria-‐Hungary	  
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